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HELLO STUDENTS AND FAMILIES! 
 
 
We hope this guidebook inspires you to begin planning for your future. Deciding what to do after high school can be  
one of the most important choices you make in your life. It’s a decision that needs to be made after carefully 
considering what is best for you and your situation. 
 
The journey after high school will be different for everyone, and it should be as everyone has different interests and 
talents. Always remember that there are many people to help you along the way! Always ask questions. 
 
We have packed this resource guide full of important information that will help you on your journey. 
 
So…LOOK AROUND, HELP OUT, BE GOOD, FIND YOURSELF, SMILE, DO SOMETHING, 
APPRECIATE, LOOK UP, STICK WITH IT! 
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Make sure you are taking the A – G courses at your high school! A – G is the key! 

 
 

 
 
For a complete list of the A-G courses offered at your high school, go to the University of California A – G Guide: 
www.ucop.edu/agguide. On the left hand side of the home page, click on A – G Course Lists. When you get to that 
page, type in your school’s name and a list with all of the A – G courses offered at your school will be generated. 
 

https://
www.cccco.edu/

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Three years of college-preparatory mathematics (four years 
are strongly recommended), including elementary algebra, 
advanced algebra, and two-and-three dimensional geometry. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

G: College Preparatory Electives One year of college-preparatory coursework required,    
chosen from: courses approved specifically in the elective 
(G) subject area, or courses approved in the A-F subject   
areas. 

3 

http://www.ucop.edu/agguide
https://www.cccco.edu/
https://www.cccco.edu/


THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA (UC)   
 

  

 

  
  
 Personal statements are required but NO letters of recommendation. 
 Prompts for the personal insights, questions, and additional resources, go to:  
                  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Fiat lux…let there be light. 

The University of California (UC) 
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http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply
http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/personal-questions/freshman


THE CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY (CSU)  
 
Explore the 23 campuses of the California State University by location, setting, size, and sports. To find the school 
that’s perfect for you visit calstate.edu and begin your  CSU research today! The application window for  the fall 
2021 term will be open October 1 –through December 4, 2020. There is a $70 cost per application, some applicants 
qualify for an application fee waiver. Information on the online application: Freshman Application Checklist.  
 
Three factors determine eligibility. Most admitted applicants meet the standards in each of the following areas: 
 Specific high school courses (referred to as the “a-g” courses) 

 Grades in “a-g” courses and test scores 

 Graduation from high school 
 
Many CSU campuses have higher standards for particular majors or for students who live outside the local admission 
area. Because of the number of students who apply, several campuses have higher standards (supplementary 
admission criteria) for all applicants. Many CSU campuses use local admission policies for students who graduate or 
transfer from high schools and community colleges that are historically served by a CSU campus in that region.  
CSU Local Admission & Service Areas. To learn more about the admission requirements, impacted majors, 
impacted campuses, and eligibility index see Freshman: Admission Requirements. 
 
Cost to attend a CSU campus can vary. Students pay the basic system-wide tuition based on student level 
(undergraduate, credential, graduate, or doctoral). In addition, non-resident students pay a per-unit fee, and students 
enrolled in some graduate business programs have a per-unit fee. These base costs do not include campus mandatory 
fees or other expenses like housing. Average tuition at a CSU is about $7,500. Campus housing varies, ranging from 
$10,000 to $13,000 per year. For more information on cost of attendance visit Campus Costs of Attendance. 
 
Admission Materials 
Apply for admission electronically at Cal State Apply. 
 Complete the application for admission, including the EOP portion 
 Pay the $70 CSU application fee (per campus), unless you are eligible for an application fee waiver 
 Submit high school and/or college transcripts when notified by the campus 
 Submit appropriate test scores such as SAT or ACT when notified by the campus 
 
Educational Opportunity Program (EOP)  
CSU’s Educational Opportunity Program (EOP) provides admission, academic, and financial support services to 
historically underserved students throughout California. All EOP applicants must quality for financial aid and submit 
the application materials requested by the campus as well as the EOP Office. The primary goal of the EOP is to 
improve access of low-income, first generation, and historically disadvantaged students with potential for academic 
success by making higher education a possibility. EOP provides a comprehensive program of support services which 
include, but are not limited to, recruitment, preadmission counseling, orientation, summer program, diagnostic testing, 
financial aid follow-up, special admissions, pre introductory instruction, academic advisement, tutoring, learning skill 
services, and personal, educational,  and career counseling. To learn more visit Questions About EOP. 
 
EOP Materials 
In addition to submitting an application according to the steps above, applicants must complete the EOP portion of the 
application to be considered for support services. 
 Two names and email addresses for the letters of recommendation 
 Autobiographical portion of the EOP sections 
 Some programs may require additional supplemental information and/or an EOP interview. 
 
EAP (Early Assessment Program) 
The Early Assessment Program (EAP) lets you know if you are ready for college-level work in English and 
mathematics at the end of your junior year of high school. The early signal gives you the 
opportunity to improve your skills during your senior year or the summer before attending a 
CSU or community college. Your school will provide you with your CAASPP results that 
include your EAP status in mid to late August.  

Vox Veritas Vita... Voice Truth Life 

The California State University, (CSU) 
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https://www2.calstate.edu/
https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/freshman/Documents/application-checklist-freshman.pdf
https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/freshman/getting_into_the_csu/Pages/admission-requirements.aspx#hsReqScroll
https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/freshman/getting_into_the_csu/Pages/admission-requirements.aspx#agCoursesScroll
https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/freshman/getting_into_the_csu/Pages/admission-requirements.aspx#hsGradScroll
https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/freshman/documents/csulocaladmission-serviceareas.pdf
https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/freshman/getting_into_the_csu/Pages/admission-requirements.aspx
https://www2.calstate.edu/attend/paying-for-college/csu-costs/tuition-and-fees/campus-mandatory-fees
https://www2.calstate.edu/attend/paying-for-college/csu-costs/tuition-and-fees/campus-mandatory-fees
https://www2.calstate.edu/attend/paying-for-college/Pages/campus-costs-of-attendance.aspx
https://www2.calstate.edu/apply
https://www2.calstate.edu/attend/student-services/eop/Pages/questions-about-eop.aspx


 

 

 
  

 Classes are smaller 

  

  

 
 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 California Lutheran University - www.callutheran.edu 
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http://www.redlands.edu
http://www.laverne.edu
http://www.claremont.edu
http://www.oxy.edu
http://www.calbaptist.edu
http://www.sandiego.edu
http://www.usc.edu
http://www.callutheran.edu


 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

WESTERN INTERSTATE COMMISSIONFOR HIGHER EDUCATION 
 

WESTERN UNDERGRADUATE EXCHANGE (WUE)  
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

  
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http://www.wiche.edu/wue
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http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/


PERSONAL STATEMENTS 

 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 

 D

www.HScounselorweek.com  
They regularly have articles about the college admissions process/strategies, personal essays, SAT & ACT, financial 
aid, scholarships, and more. 
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http://www.HScounselorweek.com
http://lutherancolleges.org:%20
http://www.unigo.com:%20
http://www.questbridge.org:%20


Why attend College of the Desert (COD)? 
 

 

https://www.collegeofthedesert.edu/.
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http://www.cccco.edu
https://www.collegeofthedesert.edu/


 
 
 
 
 

 

What is the FAFSA? It’s the FREE APPLICATION for FEDERAL STUDENT AID and it determines a student’s 
eligibility for need-based financial aid, grants, and student and parent loans. Information is available at 

. 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CSS stands for College Scholarship Service. The CSS Profile is an application distr ibuted by the College 
Board and is primarily used by private colleges and universities to provide a closer look into the finances of a 
student and family.  It  is much more detailed than the FAFSA. Many colleges with early acceptance programs use 
the CSS Profile    in addition to the FAFSA. There is a small fee to file the CSS Profile. Examples of schools that 
require the CSS Profile include: Harvey Mudd College, Pitzer College, Santa Clara University, and USC. 
 

 

You can create your FSA ID and complete the FAFSA at www.fafsa.gov. 

Complete your FAFSA as early as possible!  

This can be accomplished between October 1 and March 2 each year. 
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http://www.fafsa.gov/
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/estimate


 

 

 

 

 
 
 
WHAT YOU NEED TO FILL OUT THE DREAM ACT APPLICATION:  
 

 Student  
 
 

 
 
 

 

: https://dream.csac.ca.gov/ 
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http://www.caldreamact.org
https://dream.csac.ca.gov/


 

 

 

 

The Commission is the principal state agency responsible for administering financial aid programs for students 

attending public and private universities, colleges, and vocational schools in California. The commission oversees 

such programs as the Cal Grant, Middle Class Scholarship, Chafee Grant Program, and more. For information go to: 

https://www.csac.ca.gov/. 

 

WHAT IS A CAL GRANT? 

 

https://www.csac.ca.gov/
 
Cal Grant A 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 Requires at least a 2.0  GPA. 
 

 
  
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 T  
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https://www.csac.ca.gov/
https://www.csac.ca.gov/
http://www.csac.ca.gov/middle-class-scholarship


 

https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/grants/pell 
 

 

  
  
  
  

 
 

 

  

 

 

  

 

STUDENT AND PARENT LOANS FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

 financial aid award letter.  
Freshmen are typically  limited  to  borrowing  between  $3,500 — $5,500; the amount goes up as the student 
progresses through college. You do not have to borrow the full amount offered.  

https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/loans
 

 
 
Direct PLUS Loans (for graduate and professional students or parents)  

 
 
Federal Perkins Loans 
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https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/grants/pell
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/loans


SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

 
The b  

Coachella Valley non-profit organizations are aligning their scholarships and working through 
OneFuture Coachella Valley to provide a comprehensive series of student support and professional 
development services for local students. Hu

www.studentscholarships.org www.fastweb.com www.cappex.com www.collegeboard.org www.unigo.org 

 

 
 

https://buildyourfuture.withgoogle.com/scholarships/generation-google-scholarship/ 

 

https://collegefund.org/students/scholarships/  
 
Scholarships available to African American students include: 

The Network Journal https://tnj.com (search “African American Scholarships”) 
 

Students are available at: 
League of United Latin American Citizens  
Hispanic Scholarship Fund www.hsf.net 

http://www.hacu.net/hacu/Scholarship_Resource_List.asp 
 
There is a new multimillion dollar scholarship fund for "Dreamers" 
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https://onefuturecv.c2nav.com/#/
http://www.studentscholarships.org
http://www.fastweb.com
http://www.cappex.com
http://www.collegeboard.org
http://www.unigo.org
http://www.thegatesscholarship.org
https://buildyourfuture.withgoogle.com/scholarships/generation-google-scholarship/
http://semesterinwashington.gwu.edu/milanovich
https://collegefund.org/students/scholarships/
http://www.jackierobinson.org/
https://tnj.com
http://www.apiasf.org/
http://lulac.org/programs/education/scholarships/
http://www.hsf.net/
http://www.hacu.net/hacu/Scholarship_Resource_List.asp
http://www.unitedwedream.org/
http://www.thedream.us/


FINANCIAL AID CALCULATORS 

 

 
The best calculators take into account a student’s grades and test scores so that merit awards can be estimated and 
included with other forms of aid. 
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http://www.finaid.org/calculators/savingsplan.phtml
http://www.finaid.org/calculators/finaidestimate.phtml
http://www.finaid.org/calculators/loanpayments.phtml


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy in 
Kings Point, New York. Tuition, books, board, medical, and dental care are fully paid for all four years. A 
commitment to serve in the military is part of the program. 

 

 
 

  
 Standardized test scores (SAT or ACT) 
  
  
  (Congressman Raul 

Ruiz’s office can be reached at 760-424-8888 or visit www.ruiz.house.gov. 
 
Scholarships are also available for veterans of the United States military and, in some cases, their spouses and 
families. For information on those programs go to https://usveteransmagazine.com/list-of-military-scholarships-for-
service-members-spouses-and-dependents/  
 

https://www.va.gov/ .
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http://www.todaysmilitary.com
http://www.ruiz.house.gov.
https://usveteransmagazine.com/list-of-military-scholarships-for-service-members-spouses-and-dependents/
https://usveteransmagazine.com/list-of-military-scholarships-for-service-members-spouses-and-dependents/
https://www.va.gov/
http://www.military.com
http://www.todaysmilitary.com
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

 

Many students start at community college then transfer to a university to complete their degree. As an example, a 
student can complete an associates degree program in hospitality at College of the Desert, then transfer to 
California State University San Bernardino to complete their bachelor’s degree in hospitality management. Some 
students complete their requirements at the community college level and directly enter their career field. For 
example automotive technology at College of the Desert, 

.
 
Several ariety of programs including

 
 
 Mayfield College in Cathedral City - www.mayfieldcollege.edu  
 

 Milan Institute of Cosmetology in Palm Desert - www.milaninstitute.edu 
 

 Somatherapy Institute, School of Massage in Rancho Mirage - www.somatherapy.com 
 

 RCOE - School of Career Education - www.riversidesce.org 
 

 Center for Employment Training (CET) – www.cetweb.edu 
 

 Santa Barbara Business College - https://sbbcollege.edu/locations/rancho-mirage/ 
 

 California Nurses Educational Institute - https://cnei.edu/ 
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http://www.cccco.edu.
https://ca-hwi.org/career-pathways/exploring-health-careers/
http://www.collegeofthedesert.edu/students/ap/auto/Pages/automotivetechnology.aspx
http://www.collegeofthedesert.edu/students/ap/auto/Pages/automotivetechnology.aspx
http://www.mayfieldcollege.edu/
http://www.milaninstitute.edu/
http://www.somatherapy.com/
http://www.riversidesce.org
http://www.cetweb.edu
https://sbbcollege.edu/locations/rancho-mirage/
https://cnei.edu/


RESOURCES TO HELP YOU WITH ALL THINGS COLLEGE! 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

 www.universityofcalifornia.edu - University of California system 
 

 www.thecollegesolution.com  - invaluable site for parents and students 
 

 www.HScounselorweek.com -  weekly articles about college going process, essays, SAT, ACT, financial aid and 
more 

 

 www.nacacnet.org - National Association for College Admission Counseling 
 

  
 

 

 www.CollegeWeekLive.com  
 

  
 

 www.ajcunet.edu   information about the 29 Jesuit colleges and universities in the United States 
 

 www.catholiccollegesonline.org the National Catholic College Admission Association 
 

 www.lutherancolleges.org  find Lutheran schools across the country 
 

  
 

 

   
 

 www.ctcl.org  Colleges That Change Lives is dedicated to the advancement and support of a student-centered 
college search process 

 

 www.fafsa.gov – the Free Application for Federal Student Aid, English & Spanish 
 

 www.studentaid.ed.gov – information about ALL kinds of federal student aid in English & Spanish 
 

 www.csac.ca.gov – California Student Aid Commission, Cal Grants, Cal Dream Act 
 

 www.actstudent.org  – ACT 
 

 www.collegeboard.org – SAT (www.khanacademy.org – FREE SAT prep) 
 

 – 
 

 

  – information if you will be playing sports in college 
 

  – information if you will be playing sports in college 

20 

http://www.collegeboard.org
http://www.icanaffordcollege.com
http://www.californiacolleges.edu
https://www2.calstate.edu
http://www.nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator%20
http://www.CollegeWeekLive.com
http://www.KnowHow2go.org
http://www.topchristiancolleges.org
http://www.fafsa.gov
http://www.khanacademy.org/
http://www.fairtest.org/university/optional
http://www.ncaa.org
http://www.athleticscholarships.net


Thank you to our partners! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



                        

 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 

  

 
 

  
Thomas Edison 

 
 

 
“Yes, you can!”  
Cesar Chavez 

 
 
 

 

SO… what’s NEXT? 


